
IQ07-] REVIEWS. 171

critics who use the public press to abuse the public ear, and are not
ashamed to make manifest their ignorance in writing about " the
practical exclusion of insanity from the area of scientific investigation."
If the distinguished writer had condescended to inform himself of the
work published by Dr. Bruce and others from time to time, he could
hardly have offended so unwarrantably. We trust that, in the course of
time, he will gain some slight inkling of what is being done and rely
less confidently on the sport of his inner consciousness. We have every
confidence that these clinical studies will not remain unheeded by the
general physicians and the neurologists of the country, but that they will
become familiar to all who have to deal with insanity, incipient or
declared.

Mysticisme et Folie. By Dr. A. MARIE. Paris: Giard et BriÃ¨re, 1907.
Pp. 342, 8vo. Price 6 frs.

Dr. A. Marie, who, in addition to his functions at Villejuif Asylum,
is also a Professor at the CollÃ¨ge Libre des Sciences Sociales, has in
this very thorough and comprehensive study of normal and pathological
psychology taken up and developed the question of the relations of
religious mysticism to insanity, which half a century ago was so admir
ably discussed by Calmeli.

The recent advances which have been made in the investigation of
the primitive ways of thinking of savages have, however, rendered pos
sible a broader and more thorough discussion of the question, and the
author has fully availed himself of the results reached by Tylor and
others. In order probably to emphasise his anthropological point of
view, he has obtained an Introduction to the volume from Dr. Thulie,
the Director of the Paris Ecole d'Anthropologie. It can scarcely be
said, however, that this Introduction strikes quite the right note. Thulie
belongs to an aggressively free-thinking school of anthropologists which
flourished in France thirty years ago, but no longer corresponds to the
calmer and more judicial attitude of investigation to-day. The main
object of his Introduction seems to be to assert that " religions are the
scourges of humanity." Dr. Marie himself indulges in no anti-theo
logical declamations, although he evidently regards theological ideas
as belonging to the past rather than to the future of humanity ; he is
careful to point out that he makes no attempt to dismiss the great
mystics of history as merely pathological cases, and that he is far from
wishing to identify theology and insanity.

Dr. Marie's fundamental point of view throughout is anthropological

and evolutionary. He believes that mankind will always require a
religious faith in ideas of some kind, but that there is a regular pro
gression in theological conceptions from primitive savagery onwards.
When a man, born in civilisation, returns by a kind of atavism to the
attitude of animism, fetichism, magic, or other religious conception
which prevailed among primitive men, it is then only that religion
becomes an insanity. The morbid deviations of to-day reproduce
various historic anomalies presented by psychic evolution. " Every
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cerebral malady causes a fall to subjacent mentalities which were in
their time the highest points attained by human intelligence. All the
mystical aberrations are thus a necessary fatality of the human mind.
They were the efforts and errors of tottering intelligence seeking points
of support beneath the recognised inanity of initial conceptions. The
brain of contemporary man, when mutilated, takes up again the moral
crutches used by the ancestral brain."

The book is divided into two parts. In the first, which is mainly
anthropological, the author traces the results now reached concerning
the origins of religions and mystic conceptions, and their evolution from
naturism, animism, and magic to monotheism. In the second part,
which constitutes the more important portion of the work, the various
mystic and religious psychoses are discussed in order, with their relation
to dÃ©gÃ©nÃ©rescence. HAVELOCKELLIS.

Sammlung Kleiner Schriften zur Neurosenlehre (Collection of Short
Studies on the Neuroses). By Professor FREUD. Leipzig and
Vienna: Deuticke, 1906. Pp. 234, 8vo.

Professor Freud's elaborate and painstaking efforts to elucidate the
mechanism of hysteria and of various allied neurotic conditions, not
withstanding the opposition with which they have sometimes been met,
have aroused a growing interest, and he has been induced to bring
together the various studies (three of them in French) which he has
published on this subject during the past fourteen years. The volume
forms an admirable introduction to Freud's work. We are enabled to
follow the course of his thoughtâ€”which has constantly undergone fresh
modifications in various directionsâ€”from the period when, as a pupil of
Charcot's, he struck out on a new road down to the present. The first

paper is a sympathetic obituary notice of Charcot, which at the same
time reveals his own point of departure from the master's standpoint ;
the last is a new statement" of " My Views on the Part played by
Sexuality in the Etiology of the Neuroses." Charcot would have said
it played no part, for he believed that the whole of the etiology was
covered by heredity ; but Freud is more than ever convinced that this
is not the case, and he endeavours to set down as clearly as possible
where he considers that sexuality intervenes as a factor, and in what
direction his views have been modified by experience. Hysteria he
still regards as " the expression of a special relationship of the indi
vidual's sexual function," and he still believes that childish experiences
have an influence over the later direction of the patient's hysterical
state, but he no longer speaks of early sexual experiences as " trau
matic," and he recognises the part herein played by hysterical imagina
tion ; " infantile sexual trauma " gives place to " infantilism of sexuality."
Along this line he has been brought somewhat nearer to Charcot's posi
tion and attaches primary importance to heredity and constitution, adding,
however, that he thinks more of "sexual constitution" than of general

neuropathic disposition. Masturbation he regards as a main cause of
neurasthenia, and coitus interruptus as producing neurosis of anxiety.


